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Michelin stars and
stripes grace Madrid

TOP THREE

LATE DEALS

A Madrid pop-up
restaurant is the
place to be next
month when the
team from Alinea
in Chicago crosses
the Atlantic, says
Jane Mulkerrins

ITH three Michelin

stars and a reputation

for mischievous

molecular gastronomy,

Alinea in Chicago is
widely recognised as one of the best
restaurants in the world — and the.
most strict. Diners who fail to show
up for their reservation are subject to
a hefty fine.

However, next month you won't
have to cross the Atlantic to sample
the flavours created by its famed chef,
Grant Achatz — Spain will suffice.
From January 12 to February 6,
Achatz and his team will open Alinea
Chicago, a pop-up version of his
Stateside restaurant, in the NH

restaurant DiverXO, which also has
three Michelin stars, under head chef
David Mufioz.

“Six Michelin stars under the
roof of one hotel, and the armival of

of the NH Collection i
which also runs the Living Lab, a

Alinea, will tun Madrid into aneven
greater ion,’ says where guests can test out
Hugo Rovira, general manager of the latest technological advances.
NH Hotel Group in Spain, Portugal The temporary transatlantic move,
and Andorra. which will cater to 80 diners per
“European visitors will not have to night, means the Chicago restaurant
cross the ocean to taste Achatz’s will close for 2 month while Achatz.
acclaimed cuisine. They will also and 45 of his team members relocate.

have the opportunity to split their

dinner in half, o dine at both Alinea

and DiverXO on the same might.'
Achatz’s science-project style

of cooking fits well with the ethos

The 21-course tasting meny in
Chicago deconstructs classic flavours,
with dishes such as tempura-fried
pheasant breast with green grapes
and walnuts, and rabbit parfait with

ALINEA MOTION

AFTER four years working as a

sous chef at the acclaimed French
Laundry in California, Grant

opened Alinea in Chicago’s
Lincoln Park neighbourhood in
2007. The restaurant is housed in
a modest grey brick building with
no external markings beyond its
street number. It has no bar or
lobby and seats just 64 guests. In
2008, Gourmet magazine named
it the best restaurant in the US.

Jrow the Madrid pop-Up could Iook

rabbit rillettes and a cinnamon-
scented rabbit consommé. But Alinea
Madrid will reflect the culture and
cuisine of its surroundings.

‘Achatz feels it is important to use
the influence of Spanish ingredients
and techniques,’ says Rovira, ‘He
wants to honour being in Spain and
the great culinary history it has."

Wine pairing from £88, tasting menu
from £350, alineainresidence.com
Rewmn flights to Madnid from

£69, easyjet.com

BREAKING through the
barrier from being an
amateur skier to becoming

a pro can be tough, But this
winter, Powder White is
launching a six-day package
to help snow bunnies master
the ultimate ski skills. With
five three-hour ski skill
sessions, the course, based
in Méribel, includes tuition in
off-piste and cross-country
skiing, moguls and freestyle.

Roar talent: Learn a skill while on safari

Snovv busmess skllls A reel adventure

WHETHER you're harbouring
film-making ambitions or
simply want to make the
most of your African
adventure, Wilderness Safaris
is offering the chance to learn
top-notch video skills from a
pro. BBC executive producer
Fiona Pitcher, who has 20
years' wildlife TV experience,
will be leading the workshops
in March 2016 at three camps
in Botswana.

From £4,725 per person,
including flights,
accommodation, ull meals,
lessons,

i activities ond Jes:
wilderness-sofaris.com

MATEO
& <.

el EOa A0

25




